Petition
Honorable Taro KONO, Foreignh Minister
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan
2-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 100-8919, Japan

Dear Honorable Taro KONO,

In advance of the July 29 National Assembly elections, the political party registration process has
started in Cambodia and will continue through May 14.

The Cambodia National Rescue Party (CNRP), the major opposition party that won 45 percent of the
votes in the 2017 commune council elections -- and which represents the voices of half the
Cambodian people -- was dissolved and our leader Kem Sokha is imprisoned as part of a concerted
campaign by the Cambodian government to silence genuine political opposition.

Japan, a key signatory of the Paris Peace Accords, is currently the main international donor funding
the Cambodian electoral process. In November 2017, the Government of Japan expressed serious
concern over the dissolution of CNRP and raised with the Cambodian government that the July
2018 elections should be conducted in a manner that "appropriately reflects the will of the people”.

We strongly urge the Government of Japan to reinforce this position -- particularly through the
Embassy of Japan in Phnom Penh -- to push for legitimate elections in Cambodia. We hope that the
Government of Japan continues to call for the release of Kem Sokha and the reinstatement of the
CNRP before May 14 and enable broader political participation in the July 29 elections. Without
CNRP, at least half of the country will be deprived of the party of their choice. If the Cambodian
government fails to enable this participation, we urge the Government of Japan to withdraw its
support for the July 29 elections.

Japan is one of the strongest democracies today that continues to be a powerful regional and global
example. We look to the Government of Japan to be a pillar of integrity in these turbulent times
and to help strengthen Cambodia's democratic path.

Thank you!
Japan, May 10, 2018

Cambodia National Rescue Movement in Japan
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